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Juneteenth Freedom Festival 2022 

Bremerton, WA:  All are invited to Juneteenth Freedom Festival 2022, a Saturday, June 18th 

community celebration in Evergreen Park, preceded by a People’s March to the park from 

downtown Bremerton.  This 20th annual community-planned event commemorates 

“Juneteenth,” or June 19, 1865, the actual day that chattel slavery in the United States ended, 

over two years after the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863.  On June 18th, community will 

gather to honor that historic step of liberation, to celebrate Black culture and excellence, and to 

recognize the work for liberation and justice that still lies ahead for Kitsap County and beyond.   

A People’s March will begin the day.  Community is invited to gather, beginning at 10 a.m., on 

5th ST between Washington AVE and Pacific AVE.  Youth dancers and musicians will be at the 

front, leading the march with a Mardi Gras-style festive flair, stepping off at 10:15 a.m.  All 

others will fall in behind them.  From 5th ST, the march will make its way north on Pacific AVE, 

turn left (west) onto Dr. ML King Jr. Way, turn right (north) onto Park AVE, and then turn right 

(east) onto 14th ST to culminate at the festival in Evergreen Park. 

Juneteenth Freedom Festival 2022 will offer entertainment and performances, activities and 

games for all ages, education and opportunities for reflection, information and outreach from 

local grassroots community groups and nonprofit organizations, and, as always, a free cookout!  

Attendance is free of charge.  This welcoming of community would not be possible without the 

financial support of area governmental jurisdictions, local businesses, nonprofit partners, and 

individual donors.  Donations can be made by check or money order made out to New Life CDA, 

725 Park AVE, Bremerton, WA 98337.  Please be sure to include Juneteenth Freedom Festival 

2022 in the memo line or to indicate that designation in an attached letter. 

The Juneteenth Freedom Festival will also host the 7th Annual Latricia Mathis Walk 4 Sickle Cell.  

For more information on this walk, contact Carol Riley-Wilkerson at lovedalord@hotmail.com. 

Juneteenth Freedom Festival 2022 is a collaborative effort, organized by a local community 

planning crew, convened by Akuyea Karen Vargas, Director of Living Arts Cultural Heritage (a 

program of New Life CDA).  For updates on this year’s festival, including how to register your 

group or organization for an outreach booth, please stay tuned to the online event listing for 

Juneteenth Freedom Festival (https://www.facebook.com/events/536727644582825/) or write 

to JuneteenthKitsap@gmail.com.  


